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CITYOF ' 
DARWIN 

Civic Centre 

Harry Chan Avenue 

Darwin NT 0800 

GPO Box 84 

Darwin NT 0801 

P 08 8930 0300 

E darwin@darwin.nt.gov.au 

Mr  

Sent via email: 

Dear 

Thank you for sharing your concerns regarding the provisional heritage declaration of the 

Esplanade. 

I would take this opportunity to share some additional information which may be useful, as follows: 

Background 

The land area encompassing the Esplanade is owned, managed and maintained by City of Darwin. 

On 14 April 2023, City of Darwin was advised - at the same time as the broader public - that the 

Heritage Council had commenced the process to permanently list the Esplanade as a heritage 

place, and there was a 28-day period to make a submission. 

It is prudent to authentic consultation and reasonable that City of Darwin's Council - as the 

governing board of the landowning entity - be provided sufficient time to discuss and debate the 

matter prior to coming to a resolution regarding the content of an official submission on the 

proposed declaration, which was not possible within the 28-day submissions timeframe imposed 

by the Heritage Council. 

Further, in line with the Heritage Act, the Heritage Council is required to undertake an assessment 

of the heritage significance of a place within six months of the original application being received. 

We understand the declaration, made in April 2023, followed an initial application that was made in 

November 2021, meaning it was more than 18 months since the application was lodged and 

therefore, according to the Heritage Act, the application was not valid. 

In the initial stages, City of Darwin attempted to engage with the Heritage Council and NTG on this 

matter through non-legal avenues, but were advised we had no recourse and were required to 

make a submission within the 28-day notification period. 

The invalidity of the process the Heritage Council took was confirmed by legal advice received by 

City of Darwin . 
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